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BALTIMORE, MAY 11, 1832. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
Extracts from the Miautes of the New York An- 
nual Conference of the Methodist Protestant 

Church, 1832. 

The Conference met agreeably to adjourn- 
ment in Attorney-street Church, on the 12th of 
April, 1832, and continued in session until the 
Rev. Gzorce Tuomas was called to the 
chair, Brother J. W. Pappock was appointed 
Secretary, and Danie Davies, assistant Sec’ ry. 

Elders present —Geo. Thomas, D. E. Reese, 
Geo. Phillips, Jesse Oakley, T. K. Witsil, J. M. 
Henderson, J. Hobbs, Levi Brunson, J. B. Ty- 
ler, Wm. McDougall, D. E. Tompkins, J. W. 
Paddock,* Albert J. Piercy,* James Provost, 
Asahel Gilbert. 

Deacons.—James Conly, J .L.Ambler,*\Henry 
Bosley,* W. P. Mallary.* 

Preachers.—James Taylor, Daniel Davies, J. 
Timberman. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Rev. W, W. 
Hill be elected as an honorary member of this 
Conference. 

Those marked thus (*) were ordained this year. 

The following Lay-delegates presented their 
credentials and took their seats:— 

New York Station—D. Ayres, Rob’t. M‘Gee. 

Albany Station—D. Powers. 

Cherry Valley Station—Jutson Wells. - 

Cherry Valley Circuit—Wnm. Bentley. 

Rockland Circuit—George Smith, Nicholas 
Gessner, Schuyler Horton. 

Unionville Circuit—Solomon Dobbins. 

Bedford Circuit—James Lyon, Sam’! Wood, 
Nathaniel Hopper. 

Greenfield Circuit—Thos. Callamer, 

Zion Circuit—Richard Osborne. 

Jersey city Station—John Young. 


J. W. Paddock, W. P. Mallary, H. Bosley, 
J. Taylor, J. Timberman, and D. Davies, were 
received into the travelling connexion this year. 

The Rev. Georce Tuomas was elected Pre- 
sident for the ensuing year. 


APPOINTMENTS. 
New York Station, (Attorney and Sullivan- 
streets) —S. M. Henderson, K. Witsil. 
Broome-st. Station —To be supplied. 
Albany Station—To be supplied. 


Cherry Valley Station—J. W. Paddock. 
Bergen Circuit—J. Conly. 


Rockland Circuit—A. J. Piercy. 
Orange Circuit—W. P. Mallary. 
Cooper’s-town Circuit—D. Davies. 
Greenfield Circuit—J. Jermain. 
Bedford Circuit—Wm. M ‘Dougall, J. Taylor. 
Zion Circuit—H. Bosley. 
Westfield—J. B. Tyler, J. Timberman. 
Stanton Hill—C. 8. Duncan, H. Terbush, ap- 
pointed by the President. | 
Staten Island—J. L. Ambler. 
East Chester mission—J. Oakley. 
Long Island mission—G. Philips. 
Jersey city Station—James Provost. 
_ J. Hobbs, superannuated. 


| 


The Rev. D. E. Reese, was transferred to the 
Maryland Conference at his request. 

Levi Brunson was left without an appoint- 
men at his request. . 


The numbers in each Station and Circuit: 
New York Station, - 
Albany Station, - - 
Cherry Valley Station, 
Rockland Circuit, - 
Unionville Circuit, - 
Zion Circuit, - 
Cooper’s Town Circuit, 
Bedford Circuit, - 
Stanton Hill Circuit, 
Greenfield Circuit, - 
Jersey city Station, 


DS 


1157 
Aggregate increase—436 

List of unstationed Ministers and Preachers: 

New York Station—J. Lent, elder, J. Lowe, 
preacher. 

Albany Station—J.Priddy, A.Bray, preachers. 

Long Island—John Provost, elder. 

Rockland Circuit—John Rhodes, preacher; 
C. D. Steennard, deacon; J. Carwine, elder; D. 
Stevens, John Stevens, and T.Brown, preachers. 
Cooper’s Town Circuit—A. Gilbert, elder. 
Greenfield Circuit. Mead, preacher. 
Bedford Circuit—D. D. Tompkins, elder; N. 
Hopper, and J. Cliff, preachers. 
estfield Circuit—E. Griswold, G. Howland, 
and W.Clayton, deacons; D. Howland, and L. 
Hobbs, preachers. 

Stanton Hill Circuit—R. Brundige, elder; C. 
S. Duncan, deacon; E. Edwards, preacher. 


Resolved. That this Conference set apart the 


thanksgiving and prayer to Almighty God for 
our prosperity as a church. 

Resolved, That the common courtesy of this 
Conference, in voting to our well beloved Bro. 
William W. Hill, late President of North Caro- 
lina Methodist Protestant Annual Conference, 
a seat in this Conference as an honorary mem- 
ber, does not express al] the gratitude we owe 
him for his brotherly aid in our deliberations, 
and his labour of love among us; and that we 
cannot but express a wish that Divine Providence 
and his feelings may coalesce, to perpetuate his 
usefulness among us. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Conference 
be presented to our worthy and well beloved 
Brother G. Thomas, President of this Confer- 
ence, for the mild, judicious, and excellent man- 
ner in which he has presided over the delibera- 
tions of this body during its session. 


the selections of the Book Committee in their 
publications, and that it endeavor to extend the 
sale thereof. 

Resolved, That this Conference, appreciating 
the value, necessity, and importance of our 


church periodical, the Mutual Rights and Meth- 
odist Protestant, do recommend it to its mem- 


first Friday of September next, as a day of 


Resolved, That this Conference approve of 


PUBLISHED BY 


John J. Harrod, 
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bership, and that it use its best efforts to obtain 
for it a more extended circulation. 

Resolved, That this Conference approve of . 
the Home Missionary Society of the city of New 
York, and that it therefore recommend the for- 
mation of auxiliary societies within the bounds 
of this Conference. 

Resolved, That this Conference adjourn to 
meet in the city of New York on the third 
Wednesday of March 1833, 

Resolved, That this Conference learn with 
great pleasure, that our worthy and well belov- 
ed Brother Asa Shinn, contemplates a visit to 
our District, and that his arrival among us will 
be hailed with the warmest gratulations by every 
member of this Conference, and as we believe, 
by every friend of reform in our District. 

| Dantet Davtes, Ass’t Sec’y. 


Constitution of the New York District Home 
Missionary Society, of the Methodist Protest- 
ant Church, organized March 29, 1832. 


ArtTicLet. This Association shall be denomi- 
nated, The Home Missionary Society, of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, forthe New York 
District. 

Art. 11. The objects of this Society are, Ist. 
The support of the President appointed by the 
Annual Conference of this district. 2d. To aid 
such Missionaries as shall be appointed by this 
Society, or the proper authorities of our Church, 
to labour within the bounds of this district. 
(And also to aid in the support of such Mission- 
aries as shall be appointed by the Parent Mis- 
sionary Society, of the Methodist Protestant 
Church in the U. States, to labor amongst us. 

Art. 111. Any person contributing one dollar 
annually, shall be a member of this Society; 
and a contribution of ten dollars, shall consti- 
tute a life member. 

Art.1¥. The board of Officers of this Socie- 
ty, shall consist of a President, two Vice-Pre- 
sidents, a Treasurer, a Corresponding, and Re- 
cording Secretary, and twelve Managers; to be 
elected annually by ballot. : 

_Art.v. The Board of Officers, seven of whom 
shall constitute a Quorum, shall hold stated 
or quarterly meetings of their Board, for the 
purpose of carrying into practical effect, the 
constitutional objects of this Society: they also 
shall have power to fill all vacancies that may 
occur in said Board. ' 

Art. vi. The President of the Society, or in 
his absence one of the Vice Presidents, shall 
preside at all meetings of the Board and Society. 
It also shall be the duty of the President, to 
call special meetings of the Board, on or 
tion of three members thereof; and of the So- 
ciety, at the request of twelve members; such 
application or request to be made in writing, 
stating the reasons for calling the same. 

Art. vit. The Treasurer shall take charge of 
the. Funds of the Society, and shall keep in de- 
tail, a faithful account ofall receipts and dis- 
Sursoments; and pay to the order of the Presi- 
dent, attested by the Secretary, all sums appro- 
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priated by the Board: he shall also lay before 
the Society, at their annual meeting, or if requir- 
ed by the Board, at their regular meetings, a 
general report of the state of the Treasury. 

Art. vit. It shall be the duty of the Record- 
ing Secretary, to register all the proceedings of 
the Society and Board of Officers: and also the 
names of patrons, With their contributions; and 
such other duties connected with his office, as 
the Board may deem necessary. 

Art.1x. The Corresponding Secretary shall 
be the organ of all correspondence in the So- 
ciety, under the direction of the Board. It shall 
be his duty to keep a regular file of all commu- 
nications made to and issuing from the Board; 
and shall submit the same to the Board, at its 
regular meetings. 

Art. x. The President of this district, and 
other Missionaries travelling within its bounds, 
shall report to the Board (at least) quarterly, 
the onnliiaia and prospects of new stations 
and circuits, with other matter of general in- 
terest to the society. And they shall, whenever 
practicable, (with the assistance of the Minister 
or Preacher in each station or circuit) organize 
Auxiliary Societies, and take up collections to 
aid the funds of this institution. Such Auxiliary 
Societies shall have the privilege of making 
By-Laws, for the government of their respect- 
ive Societies, in accordance with this conati- 
tution. 

Art. xt. The Station or Circuit Societies 
which may be formed Auxiliaries to this Socie- 
ty, shall have the right to send one minister,and 
one lay-delegate to represent them in the annual 
meeting of the Society: who shall be entitled to 
all the privileges of said meeting. 

Art. x11. It shall be the duty of the Station 
and Circuit Auxiliaries, to transmit quarterly to 
the Treasurer of this Society, such funds as they 
may have received for the promoting of the ob- 
jects of this Association; and it shall be their 
right respectively to receive at such times, and 
at such places, as they may deem proper, an 
equivalent in missionary services, proportionate 
to their amount of contributions; and to receive 
the report of the proceedings and transactions 
of each (Missionary) year. | 

Art. x11. This Constitution may be altered 
or amended at the Annual Meeting of the So- 
ciety, Or at one specially called for that purpose: 
with the concurrence of two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present at such meeting. 


Officers: 
Isaac OpELL, President. 
James Fow ter, First Vice-President. 
Sitvanus Gepney, Second Vice-President. 
Davip Ayres, Corresponding Secretary. 
G. Hergnstau1, Recording Secretary. 
Tuomas Scott, Treasurer. 


Managers: 


Thomas Storms, Jacob Passinger, 
John J, Diosy, John Van Horn, 
David Jordan, John Taylor, 
Henry Weeks, Isaac F. Jones, 
Daniel H. Reed, Peter W. Longley. 
John Lewis, 


For the Methodist Protestant. | 

GEORGIA. 
Columbia county, April 19, 1832. | 
Dear Brotugr,—I herewith forward you the 
names of ten new subscribers to the Methodist 
Protestant. 1 am happy to state, that the prin- 
ciples of our church polity are taking deep root 
in this country. The flowers of the tree of re- 
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ligious liberty are daily disclosing their beauties; 
and here and there we see much promising fruit. 


1} We are looking forward to the pleasing pros- 


pect, when its wide spread bougks will be heavi- 
ly laden;—‘‘When the Lord shall turn away the 
captivity of Zion,—then Jacob shall rejoice and 
Israel shall be glad.” I am frequently struck 
with the analogy and application of the senti- 
ments and principles in our national polity with 
those we maintain as achurch; and cannot but 
believe that the interests of the one will mate- 
rially subserve the prosperity of the other. 
Yours, &c. Evans. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MISSISSIPPI. 
Pike county, April 8, 1832. 

Dear Brotuer,—Having read a transcribed 
copy of the Conventional Articles of the Asso- 
ciated Methodist Churches, I withdrew early in 
the year of 1830 from the Methodist E. Church, 
having been a member about 18, and a licensed 
local preacher 7 years. I withdrew with all the 
brotherly love and esteem for its ministry and 
membership I entertained while among them. 
I desired them to call on me; and offered all 
the hospitalities they had been accustomed to. 
But, not a preacher of the Methodist E. Church 
has ever visited me from that day to this: and 
when I attended their meeting for two days 
they never appeared conscious that I was pre- 
sent. ‘Though from their imperious bearing and 
apparent disregard of reformers and reform, our 
cause has not advanced as rapidly as it would 
otherwise have done, it must, and will, ultimate- 
ly prevail, even here. I have no doubt that it 
would triumph now if all who believe in the 
propriety of its principles would come out and 
declare boldly for the truth. | 

O that through the medium of your excellent 
paper, ecclesiastical power may be lowered, and 
the thousands in this country, who have long 
been willing subjects to clerical domination, 
may assert their rights, by coming out from un- 
der their jurisdiction, and uniting themselves 
with a church of “mutual rights!” 

I am happy to learn, through the Methodist 
Protestant, that not only reform, (for which I 
have sacrificed much,) has gained much strength 
in some parts, and is taking root and spreading 
so wonderfully in almost every direction, but 
that the Lord of the vineyard prospers the la- 
bours of his servants of other denominations. 
QO that the glorious Jesus may go forth from 
conquering to conquest, till all the earth shall 
bow to his mild sceptre! Yours, &c. 


Jacos CorLeEy. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
ALABAMA. 
Madison County, April 19, 1832. 
Dear Broruer,—Though it has been said 
“reformers are all dead,” they are yet alive, in 
good spirits and increasing in our circuit,(Hunts- 


|ville.) And though they have been called 


‘“‘trash-rakes,”’ in reference to the effect produc- 
ed by them on another religious community,the 
have drawn some of the fine gold of that com- 
munity within the pales of the new church. Our 
field is extending and our prospects are bright- 
ening. Reform in heart and life as well as in 
the government of the church is insisted on b 
us. Our boast is our liberty, and the marks of 
Divine favour shown us in the use thereof.— 

Here I would drop my pen—but, recollecting 

that repeated calls are made in your ever-wel- 

come paper, for information of the good work of | 


God as it extends in our church, I will add,that 


since my last to you, and in the depth of win- 
ter, Brother Edmiston and I, visited a small so- 
ciety in Giles County, Tennessee, which was 
organized by Brother Elliott when on his way 
from conference to his circuit, and which after- 
wards applied to the quarterly conference of this 
circuit for pastoral help, and obtained a promise 
of it. Our appointment was for a two days’ 
preaching. But the coldness of the weather 
and our incorrect knowledge of the distance, 
with other circumstances, occasioned us not to 
reach there in time to meet a congregation be- 
fore the second day of the meeting. Disap- 
pointed the first day, the congregation was small 
on the second, and it was unpleasantly situated 
on account of the openness of the house; but 
notwithstanding there was some religious excite- 
ment. At night our congregation waslarge,and 
comfortably situated, and God was in the midst 
thereof. Ten or twelve, as well as I can now 
recollect, presented themselves as mourners to 
be prayed for, (several of whom, [ have been 
informed, have since found the one thing need- 
ful,) and christians of various denominations 
seemed to be filled with inexpressible joy. This 
was truly a nleasing sight to me. Episcopal 
Methodists, Baptists and Methodist Protestants, 
all mingled their voices in songs and hearty 
shouts of oo to Zion’s glorious King. Party 
names and feelings were for a time laid aside, 
and they, with a friendship as sincere as that of 
) Jonathan and David, embraced each other. The 
good work commenced there prior to Brother 
Elliott?s visit, under the ministerial labours of 
Brother Vansandt of that neizhborhood. He is 
now an unstationed minister of our church— 
Some twelve or fifteen have made a profession 
of religion since the revival commenced, and 
are divided among the different denominations 


of the neighborhood. The prospect continues 
flattering. 


Since our visit to Giles, we formed a society 
(consisting of eight members) in the Big Cove, 
ten or twelve miles south-east of Huntsville.— 
But a majority of the members have emigrated 
to Lauderdale county, of this State, which rath- 
er blights our prospect in the Cove,but has open- 
ed our way to Lauderdale, where we hope soon 
to organize another society. Our circuit ex- 
tends across this county, Lincoln and Giles, of 
Tennessee, and into Lauderdale of this State, 
(and is in circumference between two and three 
hundred miles,) in alf of which our prospects 
are good. Our congregations, in this extensive 
circuit, have circuit preaching (as it is common- 
ly called) once in four weeks, and most of them 
have Sabbath preaching monthly, by those min- 
isters and preachers who are not constantly in 
the field of labour. Some of this class of la- 
bourers frequently ride from ten to twenty-odd 


miles ina Sabbath morning to meet their twelve 
o’clock congregations. 


Thus, it will be seen, that we have no thoughts 
of “giving up the ship.” And it will also be 
seen, that “reform is going down.’—“Down” 
the great valley of the Tennessee, and bearing 


y| “down” before it, in a good degree, the lofty pre- 


tensions of those who call themselves, “the Di- 
vinely authorised,” &c. 


Not one of cur charge has gone “back” to the 
old church; but several of the old church have 


Y | come to us since my last to you. ‘Ihe longer 


our free institutions are tried by our members, 
the more highly do they prize them. May God 
help us to be humble and faithful. 

Yours, &c. 


Davin GoopnErR. 


| 
| 
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MARYLAND. 
Snow Hill, April 23, 1832. 


Dear Brotuer,—lI have only time to say, 
that on yesterday Brother Melvin preached at a 
church on my land; after which he gave an in- 
vitation to those who might wish to secede from 
the Methodist E. Church, to attach themselves 
to the Methodist P. Church. Twelve of us 


availed ourselves of the opportunity, and did so. 


in the presence of the congregation. It was 
perceptible that numbers stood and trembled; 
appearing desirous,but afraid to follow. Amongst 
us are two local preachers, Brothers A. Melvin 
and Zadock Powell; brother Melvin is an or- 
dained preacher. The community and well- 
informed Methodists generally, are with us in 
sentiment. 

Now, Brethren, we have opened the door: 
while you are strong in number, and ministerial 
help, we are comparatively weak; then, for the 


' sake of so good a cause, use your influence to 


send us a preacher, one of piety and intelligence, 
to labour in thigregion; who shall be fed, cloth- 
ed, paid and protected. Let us do the work at 
once—it must, and will be done. I have no 
more doubt that in the end we shall prevail, 
than that our Master dwells in heaven. 

Yours truly, Wa. QuINTon. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
PROPHECIES. 
Mr. Editor,—An itinerant prophet of the old 
school, in the presence of a reformer, some two 
or three years since, in closing a conversation 


concerning reform—prophesied in reference to}. 


the old church and it,in the following language: 
“Every one that is in distress, and every one 
that is in debt, and every one that is discontent- 
ed, will gather themselves unto David.” The 
reformer, thus finding himself in company with 
a prophet, instantly ay the spirit of prophe- 
sying, and tocomplete the prophecy, though he 
did not believe the preceding to be entirely cor- 
rect, added, ‘And the house of David will wax 
stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul 
will wax weaker and weaker, and the Kingdom 
will, finally,be taken from the house of Saul,and 
will be given to the house of David.” 

“Though it is not to be presumed that either 
of those prophets spake thus from an impulse of 
that spirit which cannot err, yetit would seem, 
there was some truth contained in the latter 
prophecy,and that it has already received a par- 
tial fulfillment. 

It is evident, that the former prophet, by in- 
troducing David with circumstances connected 
with him while hid in the cave of Adullam, in- 
tended to represent the unsettled state the 
leaders of the reformation were in at the time 
the prophecy was given. I will notsay that he 
intended by David in the cave of Adullam, to 
represent the reformers under the Articles of as- 
sociation, yet this may be the fact. But I will 
say, having David thus introduced, you cannot 
easily prevent an association of ideas which will 
at once bring.to your view the David-like pru- 
dence and greatness of the first and leading re- 
formers; the eyes and hearts of the people, 
turning from the hierarchy to the reformers, as 
the eyes and hearts of the people turned from 
Saul to David. The latter (like the former) 
Saul’s (if 1 may use a term suggested by these 
prophets,) displeasure, roused on account there- 
of, secks the ecclesiastical life of the latter Da- 
vid:—David flies to the cave of Adullam; (the 
Articles of association)—his friends hear of the 
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place of his retreat, and hundreds hasten to, 


—— 


and join him in his Adullam (the ear 

Meanwhile, the — of Baltimore,and other 
places, inform the King against God’s priests 
and others. They are condemned without an 
impartial trial for having given David a little 
comfort, as was Abimeleck. They bled,almost 
at a thousand veins, laid open by the swords of 
the Doges, at the ie command; and they die 
ecclesiastically.—And all this (and much more) 
because David was popular in Saul’s Kingdom! 

These occurrences,no doubt, instantly passed 
in review before you on reading the preceding 
part of the prophecy. 

I shall not undertake to show that the itiner- 
ant prophet was entirely correct when he said 
‘every one,’ &c. For itis certain that many 
who are in “distress”? on account of oppression, 
the result of their government; and many who are 
“indebted” to themselves a much better govern- 
ment than the one they have; and many who are 
“discontented” en account of their bad govern- 
ment, have not yet gone unto David. But the 
words of the prophet may yet be fulfilled. 

As to the latter part of the prophecy, your pa- 
per furnishes an abundance of evidence that a 
~~ of it is briskly fulfilling. The house of 

avid (now reared up, and based on the equal 
rights of the ministers and members of the 
church,) is waxing stronger and still strong- 
er, and the kingdom is passing from Saul to 
David by repeated secessions from the former, 
and accessions to the latter. But this part of 
the prophecy, as well as the preceding, will re- 

uire some time for its entire fulfillment, which 
ulfillment the prophet will need to sustain him 
in the character of an entirely correct prophet. 
A Frienp or Davin’s. 


House of Israel, April 19, 1832. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
THE RULERS AND THE RULED. 


When civil legislators are assembled, we ex- 
pect to find the principles and maxims of this 
world, more or less, the prompters and guides 
of their doings. Itis not believed that the Bible 
is the text book of each one in these assemblies 
of the representatives of the people; ante 
for the good and the honour of the country; al- 
though for the good and the honour of the peo- 
ple, there are not wanting some individuals 
among them, who are followers of the Bible.— 
These good legislators are worthy of all confi- 
dence, of re-election as often as they will serve 
the public, and of all honour whether in or out 
of office. For they cannot be induced by party- 
ism, nor by any other considerations,to do aught 
that they are convinced would be against the 
truth. The religion of the Bible, and civil and 
religious liberty, and the interests of the coun- 
try, are one with these enlightened men,in whose 
hands our institutions cannot but be safe, and 
might be perfected. Shall we doubt,judging from 
what has been, and what may be, that the time 
will ever come when all our civil rulers will be 
‘émen fearing God and working righteousness.” 

Let those who despair of seeing that day;turn 
to the ecclesiastical legislators—to any one of 
these bodies—to the men who are, in point of 
fact, self-appointed to their powers, duties, and 
privileges; or, to those who are the representa- 
tives of the christian communities in whose 
name and for whose benefit they consider and 
decide. Is not the Bible the text book of the 
former? Do not its divine principles, and pre- 
cepts, and examples, guide them in all their 


acts? Are they not persuaded, and can they not 


convince all men, and most fully prove to the 
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entire satisfaction of those they govern, that 
their people, who are ruled by the travelling 
ministry alone, are governed on scripture prin- | 
ciples, and in the best manner, that the present 
circumstances of their church will permit?, And 
surely no people can reasonably ask more than 
to be governed on these principles by christian 
ministers—worldly principles, and men engag- 
ed in worldly pursuits, being excluded from all 
representation and voice in_ this place of legis- 
lation. How pure and sefene an assembly!— 
How just and equal the laws! How peaceful and 
certainly prosperous the operation of the laws; 
for, it must be remembered that so exalted is 
the condition of that people, that the law-makers 
are the only administrators of the laws. Bless- 
ed condition of origination of the laws and of 
their guardianship and administration! So wise 
and powerful the rulers, so happy and secure 
“vs people in all their religious rights and priv- 
ileges ! 
et no one boast of our civil rights and po- 
litical condition. Would not the country be in 
more enviable circumstances, if the bivif rulers 
were vested with their places and powers in 
their own right, or if ecclesiastical men were 
also our civil rulers. We have admitted that it 
is not supposed that each representative of the 
people, in the legislative councils of the Re- 
om ic, are practical christians and fgllow the 
ible. But the ecclesiastical rulers profess to 
follow the Bible; they allege that its principles 
are their rw thence they derive their aa- 
thority. t, then, the representatives of the 
people in the civil government retire, or let 
them act as «lo the ecclesiastical men. Are we 
nota christian people? Yet are we not governed 
in church and state on different christian prin- 
ciples? In civil affairs we are represented? In 
ecclesiastical matters not so; but travelling min- 
isters govern us independently of ourselves. Just 
—— for a day or two. Are notthe civil and 
political rights of men as oer inferable not 
to say demonstrable, from the New Testament, 
as are their religious rights, &c? Surely no one 
in this country, who professes the christian re- 
ligion, will openly assert that these books do not 
teach and command civil justice to all men 
equally alike. But how came it to pass that the 
republicans of our land are governed by their 
representatives! The ministers know this to be 
an error; for in the government of thousands of 
these same people, these ministers have rejected 
representation. Who can account for these op- 
site systems of government? Do not the min- 
isters know the meaning of the Book they teach 
better than the secular men? There are some 
people, however, and they are to be found East, 
est, North, and South, who have ventured to 
affirm, and they have even attempted to con- 
vince other people, that if thiscountry were gov- 
erned as is the church alluded to—it would not 
be a republic, nor a mixed monarchy, but an 
oligarchy of the most despotic character, and 
that all the people would be slaves. See the re- 
ward of these bold men—some have been ex- 
communicated, and others have been bought 
witha price. That slavery is slavery, all the 
world over,and that men who are governed with 
out representation are slaves all the world over, 
whether the government be civil or ecclesiasti- 
cal, we shall not, in this place, undertake to de- 
ny. Because we cannot discern much differ- 
ence between such governments whether b 
kings or by priests. nly we do believe that if 
kings have this authority of so governing peo- 
ple, we are seen that the priests deem them- 
selves as justly entitled to the same,or at least, | 
to similar prerogatives. Why should they not 
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so think and do? If the libetties of mankind be. 

best secured to them by a monarchical govern- 

ment, how much more than secure are these 

liberties in the hands of christian ministers; es- 

pecially when the people are not qualified to 
vern themselves. 

Is it not astonishing to find that after all that 
has been written and preached, respecting the 
right and the duty of ministers to govern peo- 
ple without representation, there should be per- 
sons so imbued with downright impudence as 
to call the government from one end to the oth- 
er, nothing less than a system of slavery! They 
obstinately assert that all people who are not 
governed by representatives chosen by them- 
selves i. e. by the people—are, and must be 
slaves; and that too, whether the absolute rulers 
be kings or priests—names not changing the 
nature of the government; the tyranny Is one in 
principle, however modified by public opinion in 
different countries. yet slavery must be where 
there is not representation of the governed, the 
thing being substantially the same under all its 
modifications and varied operations. Now, the 
New Testament plainly interdicts all sorts of 
slavery the world over, and yet permits the 
slaves of others than ministers to abide in their 
condition until providentially delivered, and to 
consider themselves all the while as the Lord’s 
free men. The reason alleged why the slaves 
of ministers are forbidden to continue in vas- 
salage is, that they are commanded not even 80 
much as to call any man master in spiritual 
concerns, and of course not to be in subjection 
to such masters. It is sometimes asked, who are 
+ rene masters, who are despots in the church, 
if they be not, who govern christian people 
without representation of the governed? Who 
are in spiritual bondage if they be not who are 

overned by the ministers without their suffrage? 

here is a method of these ministers to answer 
all these questions. They deny that theirs is a 
spiritual power. What, then, is ita temporal 
or civil power? The reply is—No, itis an expe- 
dient power. Then it is replied, where did min- 
isters receive this sort of power—an authority 
neither spiritual nor temporal, and yet both, for 
it is expedient for them to be both temporal and 
spiritual rujers, to hold lands and houses, and 
to conduct secular businesss,and to make spirit- 
val laws? To which the answer is, that same 
blessed expediency which has so completely and 
and from the beginning authorised and justified 
‘all kinds and degrees of mastery on the part of 
spiritual and temporal masters, and all sorts of 
subjection and oppression on the part of the en- 
slaved in every age, country, and church. It 
is expedient. The people are not qualified for 
seli-government—lIf they were—it is inezpe- 
dient. Inquire no further—Shame on those who 
do. Shame from those who will not inquire into 
these matters. Laicus. 


THE HERMIT OF THE PRAIRIE AND EUGENIO, 


An Occidental Tale. 
(NO. II.) 


The young man made his acknowledgements 
for so much hospitality, and laid down; but not 
to sleep, he had occasionally heard prayers be- 
fore, now he felt the effect of what he heard.— 
He thought of home, and of all he had left be- 
hind, he thought of the thousand unsatisfying 
vanities through which he had passed; his heart 
began to sink; and as if to relieve it of its bur- 
deh, he sighed, and wished he could pray. How 
happy, thought he, must this praying hermit be! 
When he arose in the morning he again met the 


“salutations of welcome. LIhope, said the old | 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


man, you have rested well. Eugenio cemplain- 
ed of indisposition; and his looks, but too evi- 
dently betokened the sickness that was at his 
heart. Are you journeying far beyond this?— 
The youth blushed, and acknowledged he had 
no plan, and that he was rather seeking to es- 
cape from himself. than from any thing out of 
himself. ‘Then rest with me, replied the other, 
[ have perceived, that you are not happy; but if 
your trouble be from yourself, you may, perhaps, 
be as likely to find repose, in these solitudes, as 
any where else. You shall be welcome to all a 
Hermit has to give Have you parents and 
friends? I have, answered the youth, sighing.— 
And if I should judge from your appearance, 
they are wealthy. My father,replied the youth, 


blushing modestly, ranks among the rich men of 


our city. I have never wanted for an thing, 
that money could purchase. Yet if 1 under- 
stand you, you are displeased with yourself. 1 
am indeed restless within, said Eugenio, and 
yet I know of no creature with whom I am dis- 
pleased, save myself. Itis a telicate question, 
said the Hermit; but may I be permitted to ask, 
whether you are a professor of Christianity? The 
youth replied, I have me“ heard of christiani- 
ty to, hear it disproved. Have you not read the 
bible, then? The bible to me is a a book, 
I dojnot know its contents. I, said the Hermit, 
am in the habit of reading a portion of the bible, 
daily, and if you plense, t will read aloud this 
morning, and pray aloud with you. The young 
man et assented, and was agreeably sur- 
prised at the silvery tone of the Hermit’s voice— 
oe to turn his eyes towards him, he was 
still more surprised, the colours of life were 
playing over his face, his eyes were vivid, and 
the spaces between the shrunk muscles had near- 
ly disappeared. The repose of sleep, and the 
invigorating state of the atmosphere had so 
much suspended the infirmities of nature, that 
the conscious joys of devotion quickened the 
languid pulse,and transferred the blood over the 
face. These morning devotions, were still more 
interesting to the youthful stranger, than those 
of the evening. ° said the Hermit [ must 


leave you alone, while I make preparations for 


our morning repast. The slant beams of the 
sun, had so far shortened the shadows of the lol- 
ty forest trees, as to produce among the dewy 
vapours which hang suspended over the plains, 
that aerial perspective, so universally admired 
by Prairie travellers. These tears of night 
dropping from every leaf and every blade of 
grass, as they are dissipated by the joyful light 
of day, reflect the sun-beaus, in incipient and 
half-formed rainbows, the evanescent colours 
vanishing almost as soon as formed, and giving 
place to others, Eugenio walked forth to sur- 
vey the wonders of the murning. The substan- 
tial world lay all tranquil around him; the notes 
of birds filled the air with sound, and the bees 
had already begun their hum among the tuli 

trees. How diaphanous is this atmosphere! how 
calm are these scenes! said the youth, how ex- 
quisite the play of colours over this grassy sea! 
Surely the Hermit, in choosing such a spot as 
this, has evinced a high relish for the beauties of 
nature. Walking and musing thus, ashis eye 
passed from the spreading top of a lofty poplar, 
near the side of a small enclosure, down along 
its cylindrical shaft, he caught a view of two 
graves near its roots. This old man, then, it 
seems has not been always a solitary resident 
here. Whose mortal remains can these be! Has 
this venerable person,been a husband and a fath- 
er! Has he buried a wife and a child in this se- 


questered spot! One! who could think of dy- 


ing, and feel willing to die, might well choose! 


such a monument as this. This fair tree will 


continue to bloom, in fresh vigour, when all the 
enerations of men who now live, shall cease to 
ce But these mementos of mortality depress- 
ed the feeings of the pensive youth; his heart 
sickened at the vanities of life, among which,he 
felt himself to be the vainest; he was too unhap- 
y to wish to live, and tuo fearful to dare to die. 
hose were these tombs! it might be rude in 
him, to seek the gratification of his curiosity,by 
questions calculated to recall unpleasant asso- 
ciations. He returned tothe house. The morn- 
ing repast being finished, will you, said the old 
man, walk to the Prairie and partake with me a 
regale from the flowers of the crab-apple tree; 
this is one of the pleasures, as F conceive, I can 
an enjoy. You ought to know, that the 
pleasurable emotions do not entirely cease, but 
with life. I can yet be charmed with the gay 
blossoms of nature,and inhale their sweets. We 
will, then, if you please, walk down into na- 
ture’s nursery of flowering shrubs. 

The Hermit took his staff; a short distance 
brought them to the edge of the plain; as they 
traversed the inky soil, the youth occasionally 
raised his eyes to the canopy of the interwoven 
branches of elms, ashes, cotton trees, and wal- 
nuts, whose leaves began to be fanned with gen- 
tle winds. It was pleasant to contemplate these 
majestic productions of the mellow and jetty 

lebe. The woody border bein ssed, the 
Prairie opened upon the view, and all the senses 
yielded to the usual impressions of stillness 
and silence. They proceeded onwards amidst 
the grass, towards the thick-set shrubbery; but 
ere they reached the wilderness of sweets, the 
breeze bore to them its odours. Eugenio drew 
in his breath hard,and felt the delicious inspira- 
tion, in every nerve. They walked leisurely 
around the lea of the fragrant border, inhaling 
pleasure, and delighting the eye with the flow- 
ers, whose delicate shades resemble so much, 
the blooming health of sweet infancy; or occa- 
sionally diverting their attention to the snowy 
masses of the Prairie plumb tree. Here, said 
the Hermit, in the shade of this cotton tree, [ 
usually sit and rest myself, preparatory to my 
return; come and sit beside me. I can refuse 
nothing, said the gentle youth, to your kindness; 
but I am unhappy—lI am oppressed by these 
scenes; there is some fatal cause within me,that 
transmutes all that strikes my senses in this 
paradise of yours. | know that all around me is 
beautiful, and calculated to please; but I re- 
spond to this lovely language of nature, in noth- 
ing but sighs. O! IT am unhappy, father, and 
your looks, your words, your goodness makes 
me more so. I must fly from this place, I must 
fly your presence. Can you not tell me, child, 
the cause of your misery, said the oldman. [ 
do not know the cause myself. L became weary 


of every thing in the city. I left the city to try 


pj the effects of solitude. I have found in your- 


self one,who answers to descriptions [ have read 
in poetry, of happy old men. -I believe that 
you are good, and that you are happy; and I ad- 
mire every thing around you; yet am I restless 
and wretched. Confide, then, your secrets to 
me, and claim all the counsels I am able to give 
you; or permit me to divine the cause of your 
trouble. The youth was startled at the con- 
cluding words. Can this man, thought he, see 
my heart; then let me fly his presence; for my 
heart is too bad to be seen. Young man, said 
the Hermit, if I rightly conjecture, you have 
not habituated yourself to any of the prevailing 
vices of your city,and pass for the most virtuous 
ainong its youth. ‘True, he replied, blushing, I 
have been flattered for virtues I am not con- 
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scious that I possess; and it is also true that I 
take no pleasure in scenes of dissipation and 
vice. Your parents, it seems, have imbibed a 

ejudice against Christianity, and view the bi- 
Pie only in the light of a cunningly devised fa- 
ble. Now I am deceived if all the causes of 
your heart sickness, and its only cure be not de- 
scribed in that book. The youth now began to 
be afraid of the bible, and to feel an indescriba- 
ble awe of the Hermit. Into what strange com- 
pany, thought he, am I fallen! What would my 
venerated and affectionate father and mother 
think, if they knew with whom I am conversing 
and the language I have heard! How say you, 
venerable sir, that the bible contains the only 
rescription, that can cure the disease of my 
eart! i have always heard that book spoken of 
as the greatest of all the monuments of the craft 
of priests. The virtues for which our family 
have been so famed, are attributed to having es- 
caped from the vitiating influence of books of 
religion, and especially the bible, as the parent 
of all bad books. I can easily credit all you say, 
said the Hermit, I know the depth, and the 
strength of the prejudice of certain learned and 
refined moralists against the bible. Though rT 
have been taugh? to despise the bible, and to 
contemn christianity, though you are a stranger 
to the temple, yet are you, in the estimation of 
every body but yourself,a virtuous youth;—and 
in your self-abasement, and self-displacency, | 
think I see ground on which may be produced 
real goodness, 

But it is time for us to retire from these 
odours; experience has taught me, that an ex- 
cess even of the effluvia of these blossoms, like 
all other excesses, is injurious. Iam sufficient- 
ly rested toreturn. By the time they had re- 

ined the habitation, the respiration of the 
Hermit had become short and laboured. You 
require repose, said Eugenio. I am afraid you 
have talked too much, your voice grows weak 
and tremulous. I hope, replied the other, I 
shall soon regain my cones the rising breeze 
will temper the nvoon-tide heat. I ain, indeed, 
more than usually weakened by the emotions of 
sympathy; for the tender and the benevolent 
sympathies are ee good men find 
their powers limited in doing good. Efforts of 
this kind call forth much vital energy. He then 
took a drink of cool water, and reclined upon 
his bench; while he dozed,Eugenio gave himself 
up to the train of his reflections, and could no 
longer restrain the starting tear. The old man 
awoke refreshed, and the youth tried to prepare 
himself for the renewal of the conversation — 
Do not be afraid, said the venerabie man, to 
disclose your mind, I have been familiar with 
tears; and it was once a part of my professional 
duty to comfort mourners, Your father, with- 
out knowing or intending it, has in one respect 
educated you for a christian. You are young, 
and tuo harmless, to feel any strong emotions of 
enmity against religion; and you haveno vicious 
inclinations as yet to generate interests adverse 
tu it. Omicron. 


A Christian should desire, as a great privi- 
lege, the constant sobriety and calm recollec- 
tion of his mind. Worldly things often flutter 
the aninral spirits; and the disorder of these will 
too frequently throw the soul into confusion; so 
that it is liable to be carried away into what it 
condemns, through a sudden impression on its 
affections; or to be turned aside from what it ap- 

oves, by the vehement onset of its passions. 

his want of inward sobriety is one great cause 
of all the irregularities, which Christians feel and 
grieve at in their passage to heaven. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


BALTIMORE: 
FRIDAY, MAY 11, 1832. 


The oft-repeated caution,—that in avoiding 
one extreme, we run not into the other,—is as 
necessary to be regarded by men in their rela- 
tions as Christians, as in those of any other. 
Our remarks at this time are intended to bear 
upon the lack of energy evinced by some with 
respect to increasing our numbers. Such fear 
lest they should be charged with being sectarists; 
and in endeavouring to avoid the charge, fall 
into a state of reprehensible apathy and _indif- 
ference. Are not the vital interests of our 
church neglected from fears of this character? 
Brethren and sisters, let us look well to our 
hearts in this matter. Let us not withhold the 
exerosse of the influence in our varied situations 
of life, with which heaven has blessed us; but 
employ it in such manner as that, from our 
example and counsel, men may be persuad- 
ed not only to be added to the visible church of 
Christ, but may so dignify the Christian charac- 
ter, as that they shall be lights to others. 

After much and severe conflict, we have es- 
tablished the Methodist Protestant Church. We 
believe her doctrines to be scriptural; her ordi- 
nances beneficial, and auxiliary to the establish- 
ment of the soul in righteousness; and her go- 
vernment just and liberal—admirably adapted to 
the present generation, and worthy to be ex- 
tended to the latest revolutions of time. We 
profess to believe, that, accompanied by such 
recommendations, it is entitled to the consider- 
ation, approval, and reception of the wise and 
the prudent—the aged and the young—the rich 
and the poor—the bond and the free. Thus 
believing, our first and main object should be 
the conversion of sinners to God; we should 
then endeavor to bring them into the fellowship 
of the church, that they may be benefited by 
its ordinances, and strengthened by its counsels. 

Our Roman Catholic professors appear dis 
posed “to compass sea and land”’ to make pro- 
selytes to their church. Our Protestant Epis- 
copal Church professors will dilate on the ad- 
vantages of their homilies, liturgy and service, 
and use their persuasive powers to increase the 
number of their members. Our Baptist pro- 
fessors will dwell with interest on the contra- 
distinguishing characteristics of their church 
doctrines, usages, and polity. Our Presbyte- 
rian professors will define and descant on the 
peculiar advantages to be enjoyed under the 
administrations of their spiritual and temporal 
economy. The ‘Friends,’’ in all their plainness 
of dress and manners, will not hesitate to re- 
commend their society-views and practice to the 
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confidence of those who wait upon their public 
ministrations. And our Methodist Episcopal 
professors leave no stone unturned to extend 
the influence of their ministry, and the multi- 
plication of their members. Are not the minis- 
ters and members of the Methodist Protestant 
Church as deeply convinced of the importance 
of their principles, and the peculiar adaptation of 
the doctrines and government of their church to 
the present peace and future happiness of their 
fellow men, as those of other churches? We 
answer in the affirmative:—and while most of 
them evince a becoming zeal for the conversion 
of their fellow men, and that they should be 
embosomed in the same church with themselves, 
are there not some, both in the ministry and 
membership, who are remiss in this matter? 
May we not ask, in reference to some in the 
ministry, have they gathered the fruits of their 
ministry into the garner of the visible church? 
Or do they not leave many of them to be 
gathered by more persevering minigters into oth- 
er churches? If so, isthisright? Do such dis- 
charge the duties sacredly expected of them by 
the church, and by the common expectation 
of Christians of all other churches? For what 
purpose have we formed a church, unless we in- 
tend to multiply its members by all gospel means. 
Our Pauls’ may plant, our Appollos’ may water, 
but will God give our branch of the church the 
necessary increase, without its efforts to embody — 
those to whom they preach, within the sacred 
walls of our Zion? Weanswer—Never. It is 
our Opinion, that it is the duty of ministers now, 
as in former times, to add to the visible church 
of Christ. 


It is perfectly immaterial what peeuliar rela- 
tion our ministers hold, we meaiiwhether ‘sta- 
tioned or unstationed—if they be called of God 
to preach the gospel, they are also called of God 
to add members to the church. The framers of 
our church constitution and discipline, appear 
to have entertained just views on this subject. 
They knew that in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, there was no legally receiving power 
in the hands of any but those of the travelling 
preachers. This, they believed to be highly 
improper, to say the least—and hence they 
have declared that any accredited minister or 
leader may receive applicants for membership. 
Is it not the duty of every minister to invite to 
church fellowship, as well as to warn to flee 
from the wrath to come? Our ministers will 
bear with us. We touch upon this subject be- 
cause we wish them to have many stars in their 
crowns in the day of the Lord Jesus. We 
feel impelled to bring this subject under their 
personal consideration. Will not the shepherd 
that has gathered the sheep and enclosed and 
watched over them in much love, receive from 
the Chief Shepherd, ‘*Well done, thou good and 


faithful servant, thou hast been faithful over al 
few, I will make thee a ruler over many—enter 


thou into the joy of thy Lord?” 
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We now turn to our members and ask, are 
we not, as members of the Methodist Protest- 
ant Church, most lamentably deficient in zeal, 
love, and labour, in relation to increasing the 
number of our fellowship? We believe, that 
could we make Methodist Protestants of the 
whole world, that the whole world would be 
benefited—and yet we seem afraid to second 
the efforts of the faithful ministers of the Gos- 
pel, in that church, lest we should be thought 
too sectarian! too forward! too proselyting in 
our views and practice! Let us from this time 
forth act like men and women of God, who feel 
a sacred regard not only for the decorum of di- 
vine worship, and for the increase of our congre- 
gations, but also for the conversion of those who 
worship with us, and never let us suppose that we 
have done our duty by merely sitting with them 
in the House of God, but let us strive to get 
them to say in their hearts, “‘thy people shall be 
my people, thy God shall be my God,” “where 
you comntune I will commune, where you are 
buried will I be buried.” 


How many have been worshipping with us asa 
people who have taken great delight in the prf- 
vileges afforded them in the great congregation, 
but who have not united themselves to our church 
because they have seen little cisposition on our 
part to incline them to believe that their persons 


_ and services would be acceptable to us. 
: ‘Brethren and sisers, bear with us; we feel that 


we are writing our own condemnation on this 
point, but we feel willing so to do, if we can 
but rouse you and ourselves to more active ef- 
fort in our branch of the church of the Lord 
Jesus. O Lord, renew us in holy love and zeal 


for thy cause and glory! 


“Amicus,” strictures on the “opinion of the 
Maryland Annual Conference,’ recently publish- 
ed in their minutes, will appear in our next. 


Each recurring week furnishes accounts of 
the works of divine grace amongst us as a peo- 
ple. It will be seen that our Conferences, as 
far as they have been heard from, respectively, 
exhibit an increase which must be truly gratify- 
ing to our friends. 


A camp-meeting is appointed to be held in 
Huntsville Circuit, Tennessee District, at Mace- 
donia camp-ground, (which is twenty-two miles 
north, and eight east of Huntsville,) to com- 
mence on Thursday the 23d, and end on Tues- 
day, the 28th of August. The Brethren of the 
neighbourhood desire those who are at a dis- 
tance, to ‘‘come over into Macedonia and help” 
them. Davip Goopner. 


Errata.-—Our readers will please make the 
following corrections:—On page 124, first line, 
for “Pacific” read Prairie; and in 2nd line, for 


“Accidental” read Occidental. | 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
TO THE MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF THE METH- 

ODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, IN THE MARYLAND 

DISTRICT. 

Dearly Beloved Brethren,—In fulfillment. of 
the duties assigned us by our Annual Confer- 
ence, we now present you the following Address: 
The subjects which we have deemed it neces- 
sary to introduce, are so numerous, that we have 
been deterred from any attempt to develope 
their full importance. Our endeavor has been 
to accomplish brevity and strength: brevity, be- 
cause of the reluctance felt by many to read or 
to hear read a long communication of this char- 
acter; and strength because of the necessity of 
giving a forcible application of subjects that 
sustain, as these do, such an intimate connexion 
with the highest interests of the church. 

In retrospecting our condition during the 
past year, we find abundant cause of gratitude 
to Almighty God, in the preservation of our 
health and lives, through a season of uncom- 
mon sickness and mortality. Many of us, how- 
ever, are merely weeping survivors. Some of 
our ministers and many of our private members 
have died. Voices that were once heard from 
the pulpit, like music from heaven, and eyes 
that then glistened with tears at the sound, are 
now closed and hushed in the silence and gloom 
of the grave. We trust, however, that while 
their places in the church are vacant, the thrones 
prepared for them 1n heaven, are all occupied. 
And with this pleasing assurance of their being 
at rest, we turn to the recollection that we are 
yet to die;—and to the probability—nay, we may 
say the certainty that some of us will die before 
the close of this year. While, therefore, we 
follow our departed friends, by faith, to their 
high places in paradise, ever deploring our loss, 
but rejoicing in their gain; let us also follow 
their good example on earth, that we also may 
hereafter reign with them. 

As a Church, we have cause of gratitude to 
God, for our degree of holiness, peace, and joy; 
and for the success that has attended our efforts 
for the promotion of the Christian cause. But 
permit us to make a few inquiries in relation to 
each of these points. Have we been as holy as 
it was our privilege to be—and our duty to be? 
Have our ministers stated—defended—and en- 
forced the prime doctrine of sanctification, dili- 
gently and zealously, as God gave them ability? 
And have our ministers and members, generally, 
sought this choice blessing, by a faithful employ- 
ment of all the means of grace? We FEAR NoT. 
We do not say—for it would not be true—that 
sanctification has been entirely neglected among 
us; neither do we say—for it would not be true 
to say this—that it has been peculiarly neglect- 
ed among us as a people; but, in view of the 
Bible, and that alone, we do say that we fear it 
is neither preached nor sought as urgently and 
constantly as it should be. Again:—Has there 
been as much peace among us as there might 
have been—as there should have been? Per- 
haps some would reply—as much as any other 
church has possessed. But comparisons of this 
kind are exceedingly unbecoming among Chris- 
tians; and, if not sinful, they are idle. The 
question is simply this:—Have we manifested 
in our mutual intercourse all the gentle virtues 
of the religion of love—and nothing contrary 
to these? _* reply, we may at least say:—there 
ts room for improvement. And we hope hereaf- 
ter more duly to estimate the excellence of that 
brotherly love which flows from a pure heart 
fervently; and to conform more strictly to all its 
principles as detailed in the word of God; that 
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while the head of the.church regards us, he may 
behold a beautiful exemplication of all meek- 
ness and mildness—nay, see us, as “‘brethren,’’ 
dwelling ‘together in unity’—a ‘“cood and a 
pleasant” thing, even in His sight. Again:— 
Has there been as much joy in the church as 
there might have been? Our joy, perhaps, has 
been proportionate to our faithfulness. The 
song and the shout have been heard in our sanc- 
tuaries, and the hearts of the quiet have been 
glad; but, had we been more faithful, the song 
would have been sweeter, and the shout louder, 
and ‘joy unspeakable and full of glory” would 
have abounded in the glowing heart. But, last- 
ly, what has been our success in regard to them 
that are without? Have we proved an effective 
auxiliary to our sister churches, in winning to 
the cross the unbelieving and impenitent? Here 
again we reply:—our success has corresponded 
with our exertions. We have seen the thought- 
less aroused to attention; the indifferent, inter- 
ested; the hard-hearted, melted; the disobedient, 
penitent; the unbelieving, brought to a holy 
trust in Jesus; and the doubting, confirmed in 
faith. Many precious souls have been persuad- 
ed to relinquish all for the favour of God, and 
have found in his favour far mre than they re- 
linquished, of present enjoyment; and have 
added to this the good hope of everlasting life. 
But our success has not been as great as it 
might have been—nay, as it should have been; 
and the reason is here:—our exertions have not 
been as great and unremitting as are requisite 
to distinguished success. 

But, brethren! while we acknowledge that we 
have not as much holiness—peace—and joy, as 
we desire; and that our success has not been 
equal to our hopes; let us not despair—let us not 
be discouraged. ‘If any man sin’’—or if any 
church sin—‘we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world!” 
Let our preachers preach with more energy than 
ever the doctrines of holiness, peace and joy; 
and they and the people, seek these graces more 
earnestly than ever; and they shall all be ours 
in their fulness:—and then our influence upon 
the world will be vastly augmented, and our 
success in the conversion of the ungodly will 
be glorious. 

Having made these general observations, we 
now proceed to notice several particulars, a due 
attention to which we deem of essential impor- 
tauce to our prosperity. ‘To some of these, as 
you will perceive, we were specially directed by 
our Conference instructions. 

1. Reading the Bible-—By how many mem- 
bers of the church is this duty neglected! And 
is it not particularly neglected by our young 
members? And yet we are constrained to ask— 
How can any professed Christian slight the 
word of God?—that word which was given by 
inspiration; and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness, that the man of God may be perfect; tho- 
roughly furnished unto all good works. ‘‘Were 
not the Scriptures written aforetime for our learn- 
ing?’ Do they not contain the instructions of 
“holy men of old” who “spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost?” Do they not, in 
short, contain ‘eternal life,” and amply ‘‘testi- 
fy’’ to the character and offices of the Saviour, 
through whom alone eternal life may be obtain- 
ed? How then, we again ask, can any profes- 
sor neglect to ‘‘search the scriptures?” In view 


of the reasonableness of this duty, and the bless- 
ed effects that always attend a proper discharge 
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of it, we do most earnestly exhort our brethren 
to attend to it faithfully. : 

2. Secret Prayer.—If we dare make any dis- 
tinction in regard to the comparative usefulness 
of the various means of grace, we would say, 
that of all these means, secret prayer is most 
useful. And if we may venture an opinion in 
regard to the majority of declensions from lively 
Christian experience and good conduct, we 
would say they are caused by the neglect of se- 
cret prayer. But when this duty is properly per- 
formed, He that ‘‘seeth in secret’? rewards the 
praying soul openly; gives him grace to 0 out 
into the world, a joyful andaholy man. Let us 
urge you, brethren, in view of your own advan- 
tage, and the prosperity of the church, to dis- 
charge this duty, during the course of this year, 
with more diligence, fervour and faith, than you 
have ever yet exercised. : 

3. Family Prayer.—Are there not some fami- 
lies in our fellowship, that have yet erected no 
altar? We beseech you, brethren, let not ti- 
midity or distrust or any other cause, prevent 
you longer from collecting the members of your 
families together at morning and at night, and 
returning thanksgiving to God for his goodness, 
and imploring its continuance .Reflect:—Is it a 
duty? If so, do attend to it. And, moreover, 
attend to it regularly—and devoutly. Is it not 
too frequent'y omitted or hurried on account of 
the pressure or interruptions of business, or for 
other reasons that are insufficient to excuse its 
neglect? If any of you find cause of condem- 
nation here, ‘‘let the time past suffice;’’ and here- 
after, while our family circles shall bow down 
before him, may the God of our fathers fill every 
household with purity and peace. 

4. Prayer-Meetings.—In view of all their ad- 
vantages, to all classes of professors, old and 
young, whether justified or sanctified, doubting 
or confirmed,depressed or rejoicing; and to sin- 
ners, in the frequent conviction of the careless, 
and comforting of the penitent; we exhort you 
faithfully to sustain such prayer meetings as are 
already in operation, and to establish others, 
wherever the wants of the church require them, 
and the circumstances of the place will permit. 

5. Class-Meetings.—It is probable that there 
cannot be found a single true-hearted Methodist 
who will not acknowledge the great excellence 
of this institution. Experience demonstrates 
the fact, that the most happy and useful among 
us, are the most uniform in their visits to the 
class-room. Many of our members, we are 
sure, must feel condemned in their own hearts 
when they remember their culpable inattention 
to these meetings. But we do hope and pray, 
that, during the coming year, every class-room 
may be regularly filled with its whole class and 
with the power of God. 

6. Public Worship.—We have cause of great 
gratitude to God, for the numerous attendance 
of the people upon the preaching of the word 
of life; and for their general seriousness and 
decorum, during the process of our meetings. 
But there are some things, which, although they 
may be considered of minor importance, should 
be carefully avoided. It is too common a prac- 
tice for many to gather about the church doors, 
and converse upon subjects but little calculated 
to prepare them for spiritual worship. Some 
are in the habit of coming to the house of God 
at so late an hour as to cause an interruption to 
the services; others are in the habit, instead of 
being engaged in prayer, of gazing about before 
the commencement of the services, and after 
the services have commenced, of turning from 
the preacher to notice all who enter the house. 
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There is moré changing of place than necessa- 
ry; more running in and oul than necessary; and, 
in many churches, as soon as the blessing is 
pronounced, very unseasonable and improper 
conversation is heard throughout the congrega- 
tion. These things should be, and we hope they 
will be, remedied. ll persons who attend 
a church, should enter it as soon as they reach it, 
and they should remain in it, if at all conve- 
nient, until the close of the services, performing 
their various duties ‘‘decently and in order.” 
And especially should every Christian’s heart 
ascend to the throne of grace, continually, in 
silent but fervent supplication; that the ‘word 
of God” may “be quick and powerful,’ and 
that the whole congregation may be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost. 

7. The Lord’s Supper:—We feel ashamed to 
make the declaration; but it is obviously true, 
that many of our members are unwilling to 
commemorate the sufferings of their Saviour.— 
We are ashamed, because it is evidently improp- 
er for such as are prepared to perform this cuty, 
to neglect it; and it is certainly sinful for any to 
be unprepared. May the Lord grant that all our 
people may henceforth manifest their love to 
Jesus by participating—after due reflection and 
prayer—in the reception of this affecting and 
proMtable ordinance. Alas! that any disciple of 
Christ should refuse the emblems of his broken 
body and shed blood! “If ye love me” says 
Jesus—‘‘keep my commandments’ —and this is 
his commandment—‘‘Do this in remembrance 
of me!” 

8. Fasting.—From the language of our Sa- 
viour, and from the custom of the church from 
the time of its institution, we believe fasting to 
be a religious duty. But we are sorry to say, 
that it has gone into disuse among many of our 
brethren. We request you to examine this point 
seriously, and if you come to the conclusion 
that it is a religious duty then religiously observe 
it, and you will experience its benefits. 

9. Religious Conversation.—How many who 
once were happy in God, and were enabled to 
‘‘adorn,”’ for a season, ‘‘the doctrine’ of their 
Saviour “‘in all things,” have been ruined by light 
and trifling conversation. We have not room 
to dwell here, but with all the earnestness we 
can command, we exhort you to speak rather of 
the things of God, in all your intercourse. with 
mankind. Were this generally done, how great 
would be the good! 

10. Remembering the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy.—Is it not too much forgotten and dese- 
crated? If ever religion should characterise all 
the conversations and conducts and pursuits of 
the christian, it should on the Sabbath day,when 
he is released from all his business connexions 
with the world, and is left free and unembarrass- 
ed, with time to resort to his closet, his bible, 
his christian companions, and his God. Qh! 
then, let us remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy. 

We come now tu notice the four particulars 
which we have been instructed to place before 
you by the conference: | 

And, first. It is most warmly recommended to 
all our people, that they refrain from distilling, 
buying and selling, and using ardent spirits.— 
We do most seriously believe it highly improper 
either to make, or traffic in ardent spirits, or to 
use them, except strictly as a@ medicine. And 
that this is the common sentiment of good men, 
generally, is apparent from the efforts that have 
been made, by temperance associations, to sup- 
press the distillation and consumption of these 


liquors. And these efforts, we are glad to say, 


have been so successful, that it israpidly becom- 
ing disreputable, not only to indulge in intem- 
perance, but to exert even an indirect mfluence 
in making others intemperate. We would also 
recommend to you to assist in the formation and 
support of temperance societies. For the his- 
tory of temperance operations, and their excel- 
lent results, we take the liberty of referring you 
to the last report of the American Temperance 
Society. | 
The second subject we are instructed to no- 
tice is, that of Dress. And here we will freely 
remark, that a conformity to the vanities of fash- 
ionable apparel is directly contrary to the letter 
and spirit of the Bible,—and is degrading to the 
character of the human mind. Our observations 
in regard to this matter, have excited painful 
feelings in our hearts, and we have saddened at 
the thought, that the primitive plainness of dress, 
that was almost characteristic of Methodists, _ 
has been superseded by the ever-changing and 
often ridiculous vanities that prevail among the 
people of the world. To speak more plainly, 
and in few words, it is believed that many of our 


people, particularly among the young, experi- 


ence serious spiritual injury on account of their 
fondness for fashionable raiment. 

The third subject apon which we are instruct- 
ed is, the use of Tobacco. It is our duty, and 
we cheerfully attend to it, to request our minis- 
ters and members to abstain from, and discoun- 
tenance the use of tobacco in all its forms. It 
is considered injurious—indecent—and useless- 
ly expensive, and it is surely the part of a chris- 
tian to refrain from any thing, the use of which 
combines these improprieties.* 

The last subject pointed out to us, is the sup- 
port of the Ministry. That a faithful minister 
has a scriptural right to a comfortable mainte- 
nance, we deem indisputable. He may adopt 
the language of the apostle Paul, and ask—'‘If 
we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a 
great thing if we reap your carnal things?” We 
are sorry to say, however, that from the reports 
of deficiencies made to the conference Steward, 
we are compelled to conclude, that some of our 
brethren have thought it too greaga thing to be 
accomplished. But why has it beén difficult for 
some of the circuits and stations to afford their 
ministers a proper support? Is it not true that 
soine of our members expend more money for 
extravagant furniture, equipage, dress, fare, ar- 
dent spirits and tobacco, than would be sufh- 
cient to supply all the necessary wants of their 
ministers and families? A gentleman once com- 
plained to one of our itinerant brethren of the 
tax to which he was subjected for the support of 


‘the ministry. ‘Do you use tobacco?” enquired 


the preacher. He answered in the affirmative. 
‘‘And does not tobacco cost you more in a year 
than the gospel?’ He reflected a moment, and 
then acknowledged it did! We hope this anec- 
dote is not inserted in vain. And we would 
propose this question—Would not every true 
christian feel more pleasure, in contributing to 
the support of a faithful minister, than in con- 
tinuing acquired habits of a very doubtful, if not 
sinful character? Atthe least, we may say, no 
man is bound to preach as an itinerant if the peo- 
ple will not support him. Some of our breth- 
ren have gone to their circuits with heavy hearts, 
fearing that they will not be sustained. And 
here we may introduce another thought. The 


*Since writing the above paragraph, three 
preachers, who were for many years habituated 


to the use of tobacco, have agreed never to use 
it again, 
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number of such as give more than they can con- 
veniently afford, is probably greater than the 


—— 


~ number of such as give Jess than théy can afford. 


Heretofore, the burden has rested too much on 
a few individuals, and, while they have been op- 
pressed, the preachers, to whose aid they have 
contributed, have sorrowed at the reflection that, 
instead of being upheld by all whom they have 
served, they have been, comparatively, depen- 
dents on afew. We do hope that our brethren, 
generally, will take this matter into full consid- 
eration, and act as becometh the gospel. We 
hope that they wil] take measures for the estab- 


_ lishment of Preachers’ Aid Societies, and asso-. 


ciations forthe raising of funds to sustain such 
of our brethren as may become superannuated. 
Our sisters of Baltimore, constituting the ‘‘Phe- 
bean Society,” deserve credit and gratitude for 
their exertions. They have afforded much and 
timely relief. Our sisters of Pipe Creek Circuit, 
Frederick County ,also deserve notice for their 
assistance. And those of Chestertown, Kent 
Co.; Centreville, Queen Ann’s Co. have raised 
institutions for the relief of superannuated min- 
isters, which have now been in operation more 
than ayear. We notice these casesin the hope 
that such examples will be generally followed. 

We cannot close this address without making 
a few remarks, in regard to the children within 
our fellowship and influence. On them rest the 
hopes of the church. Our desire is, simply,but 
ardently to recommend attention to Sunday 
schools, and to the juvenile classes for which our 
excellent discipline makes such ample provision. 
Every church that expects to increase, should 
be particularly careful in the religious instruc- 
tion of children. And now, brethren, in conclu- 
sion, permit us to state our belief, thatif we be 
humb iligent and faithful, we shall receive, 
this conference year, great blessings from the 
Lord. His spirit will be outpoured on all our 
churches,—thousands of sinners will be con- 
victed and converted,—our own graces will 
flourish,—and the whole work of the Lord will 
prosper in our hands:—Which may God grant 
for Christ’s sake. P. B. Hopper, 

J. S. Reese, 
T. H. Stockton. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 
Philadelphia, May |, 1832. 

Mr. Editor,—The following is copied from a 

daily morning paper Of this city: 
“RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

‘‘The General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church of the United States will con- 
vene in this city to-day, at the Academy in 
North Fourth street, and will probably continue 
in session for several weeks. We have been 
informed, that there are in attendance between 
two and three hundred delegates, among whom 


are many of the most eloquent and distinguish- 


ed preachers of the Methodist denomination.— 
The meetings, we understand, are public; and 
every evening during its continuance, there will 
be preaching in all their meeting houses in the 
city and liberties of Philadelphia.” 

A number of one of the representative 
churches—The Presbyterian, the Protestant 
Episcopal, the Baptist—who should be ignorant 
of the polity ofthe Methodist Episcopal Church, 
after having read this very imposing announce- 
ment, would probably indulge in reflections such 
as these:— 

“The Methodist Episcopal Church of the 
United States, will convene in this city to-day, 
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in the person of her representatives. There are 
in attendance between two and three hundred 
delegates, among whom are many of the most 
eloquent and distinguished preachers of that de- 
nomination. I shall endeavor to attend the sit- 
ting of that large representative body, as | un- 
derstand that the meetings of the Conference 
are to be public. Doubtless there will be some 
collision in opinions of the lay-members and 
the preachers of the Conference. It isnot com- 
mon for liberty and dead tranquility to be pre- 
sent in representative bodies. I shall expect, 
however, to find furbearance and christian cour- 
a both the preachers and the delegates.— 
othing would so delight me as to hear the 
lay-members of the Conference, upon the high 
grounds of scripture, reason, and experience, 
explaining and defending the inalienable rights 
of the church. These heaven-bestowed and es- 
sential rights and privileges! how dear to the 
christians of our beloved country! Who can 
consent to forfeit, or to be deprived of them!— 
Liberty,christian liberty,as secured to the church 
by its Divine Head, and secured to themselves 
by the freeest people on earth, and made to pre- 
vade the whole community, and legislated by 
delegates of the church, and its most eloquent 
and distinguished ministry, how lovely in theo- 
ry, how invaluable in operative efficiency! Nor 
am I less desirous to hear the pretensions of the 
ministry advocated and defended by eloquent 
and distinguished ministers. In all things they 
will speak as they are convinced; in no case 
dare they lend their talents and their name, ‘‘to 
make the worse appear the better cause.” I 
romise myself much edification and pleasure. 
lessed are these United States in having so nu- 
merous an assembly of laymen and divines, each 
of whom is no less the conscientious supporter 
of religious, than he is of civil liberty. Who 
shall harm us—the pulpit, the press, the halls of 
civil legislation, the representations of the 
churches, are all filled by the enlightened de- 
fenders of right, and the avowed and most de- 
termined foes of all oppressions. Is it too 
much to expect that our principles and example 
will enlighten and revolutionize the world?” 


To such a one we testify:—The Methodist 
Episcopal General Conference, has not in it one 
representative of a layman, nor a single member 
who isalayman. Every one ofthe two or three | 
hundred persons who compose the General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in these United States, is cither a bishop, a pre- 
siding elder, oran elder. Excepting the bish- 
ops, each of the elders were chosen by the tra- 
velling preachers of theirchurch. Now go and 
be edified. Now boast of religious liberty — 
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REPRESENTATIVE CHURCHES, 


Mr. Editor,—Their privileges were not ob- 
tained without price and labor,nor without them 
can they be maintained. This is a striking dif 
ference between those who are not, and those 
who are, self-governed. The price which each 
freeman should pay for his privileges, consists 
first, of obedience to Curist as the one Head 
of the church; 2d. of love of the brethren; Sd. 
of labor for their good. The reward is eternab 
life, and the approval of good men, and the de- 


tion of christian liberty. 


The representatives of these should consider, 
Ist. That all they do should be done for the 
glory of God in the good of his church; 2d. and 
as examples to the world of the legitimate oper- 
ations of christianity in government. Let all 
representatives of the churches consider that 
there one business is to seek the truth always, 
to find the truth whenever and wherever they 


can, and lovingly, sincerely, and ardently, to fol- 
low the truth always. 


Free christians should guard against ignor- 
ance as their greatest calamity. They should 
honour by their confidence, wise and good men; 
they should put down the factious and quarrel- 
some. They should consider the great bless- 
ings with which, for their own, and the good of 
the world, they have been entrusted, and be 
faithful in all things. As one body united to 
one Head, let us each watch for the good of 
each member; then will the blessings of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ be vouchsafed to us as 
a people, nor shall we ever fall from our condi- 
tion as his followers and freemen. Let no one 
deceive himself in supposing that any good 
thing is to be received and enjoyed without his 
care. We are called to action. 


THE SINNER’S FIRST DUTY. 


*‘Repent2»—This is the first command of God 
to every impenitent sinner. “Repent and be- 
lieve the gospel,” is the requirement upon which 
hangs immortal life. Neither Christ nor his 
apostles ever gave an exhortation or held out a 
promise to rebel men, that did not commence 
with, or presuppose thisobligation. As the com- 
mand is universal and irrevokable, so it is im- 
mediate. In gespect of time, the very essence 
of its claims is—-Vow. And yet so great is the 
infatuation of men, that for some trifling or fan- 
cied inconvenience, they will put it off, again 
and again, till the record of their probation is 
filled up for the judgment! ‘Lord suffer me 


Now indulge in other reflections, to the comfort |/#”8# to go and bury my father,” or let me per- 


of which I must respectfully commend you.— 
Never again be deceived by the word ‘“‘Dele- 


gate.”’ SOSTHENES. 


It is an awful and a solemn thing to die; and 
[am sometimes amazed at myself that, seeing 
it is not only awful but certain, I can be so void 
of reflection or recollection as I frequently am, 
concerning it. Some talk bravely about death, 
and of encountering it with great natural cour- 
age, or upon high philosophical principles.— 
These may indeed defy or meet the sting; but 
they can neither soften nor take it away. For 


form this or that duty, and then will I repent,is 
the language of the awakened sinner. Any 
thing that will serve for an excuse,and quiet his 
conscience, and leave his heart unbroken, he is 
ready to resort to. He would weep, and pray, 
and spend his life in doing penance, sooner than 
he would repent. But the Savior will admit no 
compromise; he demands repentance at the first. 
Eyen a dead father must remain unburied, rath- 
er than submission to Christ be delayed. No 
possible combination of circumstances can for 
a moment furnish the sinner an excuse. Though 
your frame were convulsed with pain and an- 


uish,God would not . Though 
a man to dully death with no spiritual life in his 


soul, and no everlasting life in reversion, is the 
act of a desperate madman, who laughs at a hor- 
rible precipice before him, and rushes down 


you saw your brother or your father perishing 


in the waves, God would not accept the excuse. 


Though your dwelling were in flames above your 


head, God would not accept the excuse. Your - 
headlong to destruction. first duty is to repent— Vermont Telegraph. 


struction of religious tyranny, and the perpetua- | 
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